
~  OUR MISSION STATEMENT ~
Exchange, America's Premier Service Club,
working to make our communities a better

place to live.

With the holidays rapidly
approaching, our thoughts turn to
buying, giving & receiving gifts,
visiting friends & family.
 However, there are others whose
thoughts are occupied with
unattended electronic/appliance-
filled houses, distracted
shoppers with extra cash in a

purse or wallet, or the next "con job" in the name of Christmas
charity.

Statistics show that crime usually increases during & after the
holiday season & the reason is very simple.  More people with
more cash, gifts, gift cards, etc. are "out and about" which presents
more opportunities for the criminal looking for an easy "score." Of
course, the happy shopper is rushing around, stressed out, absent-
mindedly looking for last-minute gifts, & trying to get everything
done in preparation for the holidays. The happy shopper isn't
thinking about the person in the store or parking lot that has
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followed you & knows exactly where you keep your cash, what gift
you may have just purchased, or where you parked your car. Now
is especially the time to be mindful of personal safety, online
safety, & to practice crime prevention measures.  Here are just a
few general tips ~  
  
If you are traveling:

Put an automatic timer on your lights
Ask a neighbor to check up on your home
Don't forget to have your mail and newspaper delivery
stopped
Leave your spare key with a trusted neighbor. Never hide it
on the property. Burglars have more experience looking for
keys than you do hiding them. 

If you are out of the house:

Turn on lights or TV so it looks as if someone is home
Be sure that your doors & windows are locked
Don't display your gifts where they can be seen from the
outside

If you are shopping online:

Shop with companies you know and trust. 
Be sure you or someone from your family or a trusted
neighbor is home when a purchase is being delivered

If you are shopping at a mall or a store:

Stay alert & be aware of what's going on around you
Park in a well-lighted space
Be sure to lock your car, close windows, & hide shopping
bags & gifts in the trunk
Avoid carrying large amounts of cash; pay with a check or
credit card whenever possible
Don't overburden yourself with packages
Deter pickpockets & purse-snatchers.  Carry a purse close to
your body in the front.  If you are carrying a wallet, place it in
an inside coat or front pants pocket
If shopping with kids, have a plan in case you get separated. 
For the older children, have a central meeting spot
designated. For the younger children teach them to go to a
store clerk or security guard if you get separated.  Be sure
they know your name (not just mommy & daddy), cell phone
number, & their address.  Go over the dangers of strangers
with them so they know who not to talk to or follow
Check receipts to see whether your full credit card number
appears. If a receipt has your full number on it, take a pen &
thoroughly scratch it out
Double check that you have your credit cards and check
book after you pay for your item

If a crime is committed, make sure to report it immediately. It is
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Exchange Club of Jacksonville will
celebrate its 90th birthday
on Thursday, December 12, 2013. 
 
Plans are underway to make this a
wonderful celebration.  Look for
more information coming very
soon. So be sure to mark your
calendars for December 12,
2013 and think of some guests
you'd like to bring along for the for
the evening.
 
If you have any stories, pictures or
history you would like to share
about Exchange Club of



crucial to remember that even though the holidays are filled lots of
love and goodwill towards men, there are those who will look for
opportunities to strike easy targets. The point of crime prevention is
to make that as difficult for criminals as possible. Do not give a
thief any chances this year.  Practice safe crime prevention
measures not only during and after the holidays, make them a habit
for life.  Happy Holidays!
  
For more ways to prevent crime visit www.ncpc.org
 

 

 
National Fire Prevention Week is October 6-12, 2013.  NFPW 
was established to commemorate the Great Chicago Fire in 1871
that killed more than 250 people, left 100,000 homeless, destroyed
more than 17,400 structures and burned more than 2,000 acres. The
fire began on October 8, but continued into and did most of its
damage on October 9, 1871.
 
Home Fires ~ In 2011, U.S. fire departments responded to 370,000
home structure fires. These fires caused 13,910 civilian injuries,
2,520 civilian deaths, $6.9 billion in direct damage.  On average, 7
people die in U.S. home fires per day.  Cooking is the leading cause
home fires and home fire injuries, followed heating equipment.
Smoking is a leading cause of civilian home fire deaths.
 
If a house fire starts, do you and your family have a plan? Nearly
40% of parents have never discussed or created a fire escape plan
with their children.  Here are some important fire escape planning
tip:

Bring everyone in your household together and make a plan.
Evaluate your home for all exit possibilities such as, doors
and windows. Homes with children should consider making a
drawing activity showing the floorplan and multiple routes
to take in the case of a fire.
Make sure all your family members understand the plan and
establish a meeting place once everyone escapes (e.g.,
mailbox, neighbor's house, light post, or stop sign).
Make sure all escape doors and windows can be opened
easily.
In the event of an actual fire, make sure someone is assigned
to assist infants, older adults or family members with
mobility limitations and disabilities.
Once you are out of the fire, Stay Out!
Always have smoke alarms installed in bedrooms, outside of

Jacksonville please see either Dave
Ledbetter or Kristen Fritz at a
meeting, give us a call or send us an
email. 
 
We are looking forward to a great
event!!

October 1st

Amanda Rolfe ~ 12 years

October 4th
 Lake Ray

 
October 7th

David "Mo" Sian
 

October 13th
Shannon Padilla

 
October 17th

Bobby Raymond 

 
 

October 8th
 Board Meeting

October 6th -12th
National Fire Prevention Week

 
October 26th

National Day of Service
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each sleeping area and on every level of the home.

In honor of National Fire Safety Month, Be Safe and Be Smart! To
find out more information visit www.nfpa.org
 

     GU EST SPEAKERS         GU EST SPEAKERS    
October 3rd

 
Mandarin Museum

and Historical Society
Field Trip

  
The Mandarin Museum &

Historical Society began in 1989 by a group of citizens concerned
about the loss of historical structures in Mandarin and were
interested in preserving and celebrating the rich heritage and history
of the area. The first major project was  restoring  the 1911
Mandarin Post Office & Walter Jones General Store, which served
as the heart of the community until it closed in 1964. In 1998, the
Mandarin Post Office & Store was reopened to the public as a
museum exhibiting artifacts that illustrated the role of the general
store and post office as a social & commercial hub for the
community.
 
In 1993, the City of Jacksonville offered the Walter Jones
homestead for purchase. Walter Jones & later his daughter Agnes,
owned & served as postmaster at the Mandarin Post Office &
Store. The Jones family had lived & worked on the property since
1904. In 2000, the city opened the 11-acre Walter Jones Historical
Park, the first historical park in Jacksonville's extensive park system.
The riverfront park included an 1875 homestead farmhouse, barn, &
outbuildings, as well as an interpretive reconstruction of the
Mandarin boardwalk that was a fixture of community in the late 19th
century.  
 
Since the opening of the museum exhibits have been enhanced so
visitors can explore some of the people & events that shaped the
Mandarin community from the area's early history as a Timucua
village site to the mid 20th century. Featured exhibits include the
wreck of  the Civil War  steamboat  Maple  Leaf & renowned writer
Harriet Beecher Stowe's life in Mandarin. The museum also boasts a
museum shop, the Mandarin archives, & an art gallery that exhibits
the works of famed local artists such as Memphis Wood, Charlie
Brown, and C. Ford Riley.
 
So please join us this Thursday, October 3rd on our field trip to

 
October 31
Halloween

 

  
October 10th
Larry Rolfe

October 17th
John Hartman

 
October 19th

Hal Lynch
 

October 24
Dave Ledbetter

The Exchange Club of
Jacksonville would like to thank
our speakers for the month of
September that despite their busy
schedules, took time out to speak
with us.  We appreciate you and
hope you consider joining us
again soon.
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Mandarin Museum and Historical Society located at 11964
Mandarin Road, Jacksonville, FL 32223

October 10th

Sheriff John Rutherford
Jacksonville Sheriff's Office &
Policeman of the Year Award

 
You are invited to join us as our
ho s t Albert Marchant welcome Sheriff
John Rutherford and the recipient of the
2013 Policeman of the Year Award.

 
Sheriff Rutherford is a career law enforcement officer with
the Jacksonville Sheriff's Office. He has served as Duval County
Sheriff since his election to the office in 2003; his current term
expires in 2014. 

 
In 1958 he moved to Jacksonville, Florida.  He has an associate's
degree in police administration from Florida Junior College and
a bachelor's degree in criminology at Florida State University.
Later, he attended the FBI Academy in Quantico, Virginia and
graduated in session 171.  Sheriff Rutherford is married to his wife,
Patricia. They have two children, Alicia and Michael and a
granddaughter, Michela.

 
Please join us Thursday, October 10th as we welcome Sheriff
John Rutherford  and Exchange Clubs 2014 Policeman of the
Year.

 

 

 

October 17th
 

Brian Burket
City of Jacksonville Parks and Recreation

 
You are invited to join us as our host Steven Rawlins and fellow
Exchangites welcome Brian Burket. Brian is with the City of
Jacksonville Parks & Recreation Division.  He will update us on the
Cities plans for Exchange Club Island.  
 
Mayor Brown & City have begun reviewing possible projects in &

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cole

Pepper 
White Pepper Sports Marketing
with Host Jay Severence
For more information visit ~
www.colepepper.com
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lauren Cowman
Communities in Schools of
Jacksonville
with Host Dave Ledbetter 
For more information visit ~
www.cisjax.org
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
James

Nealis, IV 
Host Albert Marchant
For more information visit ~
www.james4council.com
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near the St. Johns River with both expressing interest in
improvements to Exchange Club Island below the Mathews
Bridge. Mayor Brown released his prioritized list of projects he
would like to seek matching funds for from the Florida Inland
Navigational District.
 
The proposed Exchange Club Island project is to design & permit a
small boat dock & shoreline kayak area for the island to improve
boater access. The project also calls for a hiking trail and pavilions
with tables and grills. It is at the top of a list of 11 proposed
projects totaling $880,000 in City costs. The list will be reviewed
by City Council before the City files applications for grants by
April 1.
 
Please join us Thursday October 17th in welcoming Brian
Burket.
 

October 24th
 

Dr. Nikolai Vitti
Superintendent of Duval County Public

Schools
 

You are invited to join us as our host Jim
Hurst and fellow Exchangites welcome
Dr. Nikolai Vitti.
  
Dr. Nikolai P. Vitti was selected as
Superintendent of Duval County Public

Schools (DCPS) in September 2012. He comes to Jacksonville with
the goal of moving the district from "good" to "great" by increasing
the achievement of all students.
  
Prior to being named Superintendent of DCPS, Dr. Vitti was the
Chief Academic Officer of Miami-Dade County Public Schools.
 He also served as deputy chancellor of school improvement and
student achievement with the Florida Department of Education as
well as bureau chief of school improvement/executive
director. Before joining the FLDOE, Dr. Vitti served as principal of
Homestead Middle in M-DCPS, where he moved the school from a
"D" to a high "B." 
  
Dr. Vitti received the prestigious Presidential Scholarship from the
Harvard Graduate School of Education, and was a member of the
urban superintendent program.  In 2012, he completed his doctorate
from Harvard in education administration, planning and social
policy by writing a dissertation on urban parent involvement. He
received his master's degree in educational leadership from Harvard
as well.  He also holds another master's degree in education from
Wake Forest University where he was awarded a Master Teacher
Fellowship and a bachelor's degree in history. As an undergraduate,
he earned Magna Cum Laude and Phi Beta Kappa recognition. Dr.
Vitti is married with four school-age children who all attend public

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Craig Smith

Alhambra Dinner Theater 
with Host Albert Marchant
For more information visit ~
www.alhambrajax.com

At the September 27, 2013, The
Exchange Club of Jacksonville was
pleased to inducted two of our
newest members, Eric Smith and 
Gem Mann.  Larry Rolfe and
President E. Brian Smith swore in
the new members. 
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schools.
 
Please join us Thursday, October 24th as we welcome Dr. Nikolai
Vitti.
  
  

 
It's that special time of year
again to welcome Exchange Club of
Jacksonville's 2014 Students of the
Year candidates.  Very soon we
will  begin honoring these students at
our weekly meetings. 
 
The Student of the Year program is
where we select 1 boy & 1 girl from

participating Jacksonville public & private high schools.  We then
honor those students by hosting award luncheons for the students,
parents and guidance councilors. Of those students, selected 1
city-wide Boy Student of the Year & 1 Girl Stu dent of the Year,
are then awarded scholarship monies. These 2 students are then
eligible to compete at the Florida District Exchange Club
Convention for additional scholarship money.
 
Special thanks to Jim Hurst and Albert Marchant for all their
hard work in organizing the Students of the Year awards.

  

Congratulations to our fellow
Exchangite Jay Severance who was
recently selected as Chairman of
"The Roosters". This is a group of
past presidents and life members of
the Jaycees.  Other Roosters in The
Exchange Club of Jacksonville
include President, E. Brian Smith,
Larry Rolfe 

  

 
Exchange Club of Jacksonville
offers two membership types ~

$75 per month which includes
4 meals at the University Club
$25 per month plus $17 for
each luncheon you attend. 
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