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  Interesting Facts About Christmas  
1. Most of Santa's reindeer have
male-sounding names, such as
Blitzer, Comet, Cupid. However,
male reindeers shed their antlers
around Christmas, so the
reindeer pulling Santa's sleigh
are likely not male, but female.
  
2. The Germans made the first
artificial Christmas trees out of
dyed goose feathers.
  
3.  Each year more than 3 billion

Christmas cards are sent in the U.S. alone.  British illustrator
John Callcott Horsley invented the first Christmas card in 1843. 
In 1962, the first Christmas postage stamp was issued in the
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4.  The tallest Christmas tree ever cut was a 221-foot Douglas
fir that was displayed in 1950 at the Northgate Shopping Center
in Seattle, Washington.
  
5 . In A.D. 350, Pope Julius I, bishop of Rome, proclaimed
December 25 the official celebration date of Christ's birthday. 
  
6.  It is estimated that the single "White Christmas" by Irving
Berlin is the best selling single of all time, with over 100  million
sales worldwide. 
 
7.  The traditional 3 colors of Christmas are green, red, and
gold. Green symbolizes life and rebirth; Red symbolizes the
blood of Christ, Gold represents light, wealth and royalty.
  
8.  The world's largest Christmas stocking measured 106 feet 9
inches long and 49 feet 1 inch wide. It weighed as much as 5
reindeers and held 1,000 presents. It was made by the Children's
Society in London on December 14, 2007.
  
9.  Each year there are approximately 20,000 "rent-a-Santas"
across the US. They usually undergo seasonal training on how
to maintain a jolly attitude under pressure from the public. They
also receive practical advice, such as not accepting money from
parents while kids are looking, avoiding garlic, onions, or beans
for lunch.
 
10.  Christmas trees have been sold in the U.S. since 1850.  They
usually grow for about 15 years before they are sold. There are
approximately 21,000 Christmas tree farms in the US.  In 2008,
nearly 45 million Christmas trees were planted adding to the
existing 400 million.  Approximately 35 million living Christmas
trees are sold each year in the US. 
  
11.  Alabama was the first state in the US to officially recognize
Christmas in 1836.   Oklahoma was the last state.  On June 26,
1870 Christmas declared an official holiday.
  
1 2 .  According to UNICEF, there are 2,106 million children
under age 18 in the world. If there are on average 2.5 children per
household, Santa would have to make 842 million stops on
Christmas Eve, traveling 221 million miles, traveling between
houses in 2/10,000 second, which means he would need to
accelerate 12.19 million miles per second on each stop.
 
13.  Santa Claus is based on a real person, St. Nikolas of Myra
who lived during the 4th century. Born in Patara (modern-day
Turkey), he is the world's most popular non-Biblical
saint.  Artists have portrayed him more often than any other saint
except Mary. He is the patron saint of banking, pawnbroking,
pirating, butchery, sailing, thievery, orphans, royalty, and New
York City.
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14. The poinsettia is native to Mexico and was cultivated by the
Aztecs. The plant's brilliant red color symbolized purity, and
they often used it medicinally to reduce fever. Contrary to
popular belief, the poinsettia is not poisonous, but holly berries
are.
 
15.  Mistletoe is from the Anglo-Saxon word misteltan, which
means "little dung twig" because the plant spreads though bird
droppings.  Ancient peoples, such as the Druids, considered
mistletoe sacred because it remains green and bears fruit during
the winter when all other plants appear to die. Druids would cut
the plant with golden sickles and never let it touch the ground.
They thought it had the power to cure infertility and nervous
diseases and to ward off evil.

  FIREMAN OF THE YEAR AWARD
 

Congratulations to 2012
Recipient Fireman of the
Year Award ~
 
   Patrick Copeman
 
Engineer Thomas Patrick
Copeman is a second
generation firefighter and 10
year veteran of JFRD.  In
2006 he was promoted to
engineer and has seen duty
on both the Technical
Rescue Team and the
Hazardous Material Team. 

Pat teaches regularly at JFRD training academy working with
personnel on hydraulics and pumping for new engineers. 
 
Engineer Copeman was honored with the Bronze Medal of
Bravery and the Joseph F. Stichway Award, the departments
highest honor, for his actions while off duty. 
 
On August 19, 2011 in St. Augustine, FL a massive petroleum
fueled blaze started at a BP gas station when a tanker exploded
while making a delivery to an underground storage tank.  When
the explosion happened Engineer Copeman was about a block
away and responded immediately.  
 
Once there he was among a group that saw a heavy set man near

 
JANUARY 2013

SPEAKERS

January 3rd
 

TBA
 
 

January 10th
 

William Temple
Will speak on the movements for
states to seceding from the union

Host ~ Jay Severance
  
 

January 17th
 

Mike Langston
Incoming Chair for the Democratic

Party
Host ~ Jay Severance

 
  

January 24th
 

TBA

 
 

 
December 8th

 
Hanukkah

 
December 11th

 
Exchange Club Board Meeting



a burning vehicle trying to get away, tripping and stumbling, then
falling on the ground onto his side.  Pat entered the burning area
without protective clothing or hose lines, pulling 61-year-old
truck driver David Cowles of Fort McCoy, FL over 100 feet to
safety.  Cowles was airlifted to Shands in serious condition,
then transferred to the burn unit at Shands in Gainesville.
 
The fire started shortly after 4:30 pm and was brought under
control after 7 p.m.  Fire units from Jacksonville as well as the
St. Augustine airport responded, in addition to St. Johns County
Fire Rescue. 
 
Congratulations to Firefighter of the Year Patrick Copeman for
his bravery. 

  

 

  December 6th
 

Sheriff John Rutherford
Jacksonville Sheriff's Office

AND
 Presentation of Policeman of

the Year Award
 
You are invited to join us as our
h o s t Albert Marchant and
fellow Exchangites welcome 
Sheriff John Rutherford and
the recipient of the 2012

Policeman of the Year Award.
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Exchange Club Christmas Party
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Doyle Varnes
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Art Yeager

46 years



Sheriff Rutherford is a career law enforcement officer with the
Jacksonville Sheriff's Office. He has served as Duval County
Sheriff since his election to the office in 2003; his current term
expires in 2014. 
 
In 1958 at the age of 6 he moved to Jacksonville.  He has an
associate's degree in police administration from Florida Junior
College and a bachelor's degree in criminology at Florida State
University. Later, he attended the FBI Academy in Quantico,
Virginia and graduated in session 171.  Sheriff Rutherford is
married to his wife, Patricia. They have two children, Alicia and
Michael and a granddaughter, Michela.
 
Please join us Thursday, December 6th as we welcome Sheriff
John Rutherford  and presentation of Policeman of the Year.

December 13th
 

Nan Worsowicz
Supervisor of Guidance Services

for Duval County Schools
 
You are invited to join us as our
ho s t Albert Marchant and fellow
Exchangites welcome  Nan
Worsowicz.  
 

Mrs. Worsowicz' dedication to her profession shows in the
awards she's earned throughout her tenure with the district that
started more than 21 years ago in a classroom. She was named
Teacher of the Year in 1991, 1999 and 2003. In 1994 she
transitioned from the classroom to become a counselor and
rose through the ranks to Supervisor of Guidance Services in
2006.  She has also served as the regional vice president of the
Florida School Counselor Association since 2008. Nan is one
of three education finalists for this years Education Volunteer
service and Employment (EVE)  award. 
 
Please join us Thursday, December 13th as we welcome Nan
Worsowicz

STUDENTS OF THE YEAR

December 10th
 

Jack Hazard
 

December 16th
 

Dave Ledbetter

 
The Exchange Club of Jacksonville
would like to thank our speakers
for the month of October that
despite their busy schedules, took
time out to speak with us.  We
appreciate you and hope you
consider joining us again soon.
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
John Libby
Pollster and President of



 
It's that special time of
year again when The
Exchange Club of
Jacksonville honor
outstanding students who
have exhibited excellence
in academics and
leadership.
  
O ur Student of the Year
program is where we
select one boy and one
girl from participating
Jacksonville public and
 private high schools. We
then honor those students
at award luncheons for the

students and their parents. Of those students, we select one city-
wide Boy Student of the Year and one Girl Student of the Year,
who are then awarded scholarship monies. These two students
are also then eligible to compete at the Annual Florida District
Exchange Club Convention for additional scholarship money.
 
In the month of November we were pleased to welcome ~
 

 Forrest High School 
 

Vernell Trent and Destiny Fields 
 

American Public Dialogue
with Host Albert Marchant
For more information visit ~
www.publicdialogue.com
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Catlett 
President of the Gator Bowl
Association
with Host Art Yeager 
For more information visit ~
www.gatorbowl.com 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pat Copeman
2013 Fireman of the Year
Host Albert Marchant
For more information visit ~
www.jfrd.com
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